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STARS QUEUE UP FOR HEADINGLEY COSTCUTTER CHALLENGE
An array of stars from stage, screen and sport are set to take to the hallowed turf of Headingley Carnegie this Sunday when Chris Tarrant’s Lord’s Taverners square up to Chris Chitell’s Emmerdale XI in the Costcutter Challenge charity Twenty20 cricket match.       

Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? host Tarrant will lead out a team of unrivalled experience – including some actually gained on the cricket field itself. 

As well as jokers in the pack such as ex-They Think It’s All Over and Room 101 frontman Nick Hancock, former Drop The Dead Donkey star Robert Duncan, ex-Coronation Street regular Charles Dale, BBC Match Of The Day commentator Guy Mowbray, and even ex-Emmerdale legend Frazer Hines, the Taverners will also be able to call on the proven cricketing talents of former England captain Mike Gatting, ex-Yorkshire heroes Richard Blakey and Neil Hartley, and current day Middlesex seam bowler Chris Silverwood.             

Meanwhile, Chris Chitell, who of course plays Eric Pollard in the long-running soap, will skipper an Emmerdale line-up that includes a similar blend of artistic and cricketing ability.  
Amongst the actors on show will be the ever popular Patrick Mower - known to fans as Rodney Blackstock - Tom Lister who plays Carl King, Matthew Wolfenden - familiar to viewers as heartthrob David Pollard - Chris Villiers who plays Grayson Sinclair and Georgia Slowe, better recognised as Perdy Sinclair.   

And the soapstars will also not be short of top class experience on the cricket field with the likes of former England wicketkeeper Bruce French and ex-Nottinghamshire favourite Basher Hassan in to bolster their squad.  

It is almost certain that both teams will include a number of surprise celebrity names come game day, watched by a large number of famous faces in what is sure to be a very big crowd. 

Starting at 2pm, the Costcutter Challenge will raise much-needed finance for the Dickie Bird Foundation, Leukaemia Research and the Lord Taverners, cricket’s official charity.   As well as the game itself, a range of other attractions including bouncy castles will be on site to ensure a fun day out for all the family.  

The idea for the match came from ex-Test Match umpiring legend Dickie Bird who set up the Foundation in his own name more than three years ago to help disadvantaged young people to play sport.  
He commented:  “I am very excited about this game which will feature some very useful players on both teams – and I am not just talking about the ex-professionals who have agreed to play. 
“I am hugely grateful to all of them for giving up their time to help three tremendously worthy causes.  
“I am also incredibly indebted to Costcutter, who have so generously sponsored the game, and to Yorkshire County Cricket Club who have made the wonderful Headingley Carnegie stadium available to us.  
“I would encourage everyone who can come along to please do so and support the charities involved.  I can promise them a very sunny and very memorable day.”

Tickets priced at £10 for adults are available now from Ticketmaster on 0871 222 0994.  Subject to available capacity, spectators will also be to pay on the gate. Under 16s accompanied by an adult will be admitted free of charge.  

Lunch tickets, costing £25 for adults and £10 for under 10s, are also available by calling 0113 250 3043.

NOTES TO EDITORS

The Dickie Bird Foundation was established by Dickie in March 2004, with the aim of helping disadvantaged young people, nationwide, to participate in sport.

Photographs of Dickie Bird and Guy Mowbray are available on request.
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