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CRAIG WHITE GIVES ACADEMY SPOTS TO DICKIE BIRD FOUNDATION WANNABEES
Former England all-rounder Craig White has offered two aspiring young cricketers from financially disadvantaged backgrounds the opportunity to take part as his guests in the first-ever Craig White Cricket Academy coaching sessions.

Held at Bramcote School in Scarborough from 11-13 and 14-16 February, the three-day courses will include daily three-hour sessions for groups split into under 13 and under 18 age groups.

One hour courses for under 9s, tagged “Whitey’s Tykes,” will also be held at the same venue on 12 and 14 February. 
To mark the occasion, the Yorkshire star – known to many as Chalky – has allowed the Dickie Bird Foundation the chance to nominate two youngsters from less privileged circumstances to participate in a three-day course of their choice.

Alongside Craig himself, Yorkshire wicket-keeper Simon Guy and Yorkshire and England under 19 batsman Adam Lyth will make up the very distinguished coaching staff.

Now 38, Craig represented England in 31 Tests and 51 One-Day Internationals and, at his peak, was described by Sir Ian Botham as one of the world’s best all-rounders.

Although a series of injuries over recent years have restricted his opportunities to bowl, he has continued to stand out at the top of the Yorkshire order as an aggressive opening batsman.
The ex-White Rose County skipper has long made it known that he sees his future in coaching and the establishment of the Craig White Cricket Academy seemed an obvious step to take.    

“I am very excited at the prospect of launching the Academy and to have the chance to put something back into the game that his given me so much,” said Craig.  
“At £95 for the three-day courses and £8 for the chance to be one of Whitey’s Tykes, I think those who come along will be getting very good value for money.
“However, I know that even these amounts will be a stretch for some families which was why I had the idea to offer Dickie the chance to nominate two young cricketers from financially underprivileged backgrounds the chance to take part in one of the three-day courses.”

Former umpiring legend Dickie Bird, who established the Foundation in his name in 2004 as a means of helping young people from poorer households to pursue their dreams in sport, said he was very grateful to Craig for making such a kind gesture.

“I was very pleased when Chalky got in touch and I was only too happy to accept his offer.  

“He has been a great servant to England and Yorkshire cricket for almost twenty years and, as he comes towards the end of his playing career, I believe he will go on to become a very successful coach.  

“Not only does he know the game inside out, but he is also a lovely lad who will be able to get his point across with ease.  

“Whoever my Foundation chooses to represent us on these courses will be very lucky indeed.” 

To get further information on the Craig White Cricket Academy or to register on one of the coaching courses, log on to www.craigwhitecricketacademy.co.uk      

NOTES TO EDITORS

Photos of Craig White and Dickie Bird are available on request
The Dickie Bird Foundation was established by Dickie in March 2004, with the aim of helping disadvantaged young people, nationwide, to participate in sport.
The Craig White Cricket Academy offers cricket players of all ages and abilities professional cricket coaching from qualified experts who are on hand to improve all aspects of a cricketer’s game.

For further information: 

- Dickie Bird Foundation – Les Smith, Tel: 07749 620911or e-mail: info@thedickiebirdfoundation.org  

- Craig White Cricket Academy – Craig White, Tel: 07738 131635 or e-mail: info@craigwhitecricketacademy.co.uk   

- Press – Barry White, Tel: 07787 514324 or e-mail: barryrwhite@ntlworld.com  

