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HANCOCK SIGNS UP AS TARRANT PREDICTS VICTORY FOR TAVERNERS
Former Room 101 and They Think It’s All Over presenter Nick Hancock has become the latest celebrity recruit to Chris Tarrant’s ranks as the Lord’s Taverners skipper predicted a stunning victory over Chris Chitell’s Emmerdale XI in the Costcutter Challenge charity Twenty20 cricket match at Headingley Carnegie later this month.       
Starting at 2pm on Sunday 15 July, the game will raise money for the Dickie Bird Foundation, Leukaemia Research and the Lord Taverners, cricket’s official charity.   

Hancock is already well known as an fan of Stoke City FC and once paid £20,000 for club legend Sir Stanley Matthews’ 1953 FA Cup winner's medal
However, whilst he says he is looking forward to the game, he worries that his cricketing skills might not be up to much.

"The Taverners and both the other charities involved are wonderful organisations who bring a lot of joy to a lot of people,” said Nick. “My cricket will probably bring less joy to people but the match is still well worth attending."
However, Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? host and Taverners captain Tarrant is much more upbeat about matters. And whilst he says he can’t wait to enter the arena made so famous down the years by the greatest names ever to play the game, he also expects to win handsomely.        

 “I love my cricket even though my son Toby, who is also playing, is sickeningly now becoming much better than me!” said Chris.  “I’ve played for the Lord’s Taverners for over 20 years, we’ve had some fantastic games and, in the course of doing so, have raised an enormous amount of money for kids all over the country with special needs.”  

He continued: “It’s going to be absolutely tremendous for all of us to step out onto the hallowed Headingley turf.”  
But added: “Obviously I can’t be drawn on the result, but Emmerdale can expect a damn good thrashing!” 

As well as the game itself, a range of other attractions including bouncy castles will be on site to ensure a fun day out for all the family.  

Tickets priced at £10 for adults are available now from Ticketmaster on 0871 222 0994.  Subject to available capacity, spectators will also be to pay on the gate. Under 16s accompanied by an adult will be admitted free of charge.  

Lunch tickets, costing £25 for adults and £10 for under 10s, are also available by calling 0113 250 3043.

Former umpiring hero Dickie Bird, who had the idea for the game, said he was delighted with the way both the players and local people were rallying round to support the event.    
“It is wonderful that so many celebrities are prepared to give up their time to help all three charities out – and we intend to announce some more big names before the big day itself,” he said. 

“However, the more spectators who turn up on the day, the more people in need we can help.  I would appeal to the great Yorkshire public to come out in huge numbers on what I know will be a very memorable and fun day for everyone involved.”   
NOTES TO EDITORS

The Dickie Bird Foundation was established by Dickie in March 2004, with the aim of helping disadvantaged young people, nationwide, to participate in sport.
 
For further information: 

- Dickie Bird Foundation – Haydn Farrar, Tel: 07749 620911or e-mail: info@thedickiebirdfoundation.org  

- Press – Barry White, Tel: 07787 514324 or e-mail: vanbar@ntlworld.com 

