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CHAT SHOW LEGEND PARKINSON TOPS THE BILL AS DICKIE REACHES 75 NOT OUT
Recently retired chat show king Sir Michael Parkinson will be the star attraction at a special gala charity dinner in Leeds on Thursday 10 April to celebrate the life and career of his old Barnsley Cricket Club team-mate, Harold “Dickie” Bird.
Sir Michael, knighted in the 2007 New Year’s Honours List after more than 30 years interviewing the biggest names in sport and showbusiness, will be joined by BBC Look North frontman Harry Gration at the Metropole Hotel event.

Tickets for this very special occasion will cost just £40 per person or £360 for a table of 10. The price includes a three-course meal and two bottles of wine per table.

There will also be a table raffle and an auction as Harry cajoles Dickie and Sir Michael into revealing more than ever before about their encounters with the great characters of cricket and world sport.

All proceeds will go to the Dickie Bird Foundation, a registered charity established by the ex-Test Match umpire in March 2004 to help young people from financially disadvantaged backgrounds to pursue their sporting dreams.
Both Sir Michael and Harry are already patrons of the Foundation alongside Sir John Major, Sir Tim Rice, Sir Rodney Walker, Sir Bobby Robson and Sir Trevor McDonald.  

“It promises to be a tremendous evening and, more importantly, we hope to raise a very large amount of money for the kids who apply for funding from my Foundation,” said Dickie.  

“On a personal level, it is great to reach 75 and to be able to celebrate the moment with my old mate Parky.

“I am as excited as everyone else at prospect of hearing what he really thinks about some of the people he has interviewed, particularly now he has retired!” 
Tickets for the event are available from Les Smith Tel: 01924 430593 or e-mail: info@thedickiebirdfoundation.org 
NOTES TO EDITORS

· Photo of Dickie Bird is available on request
· The Dickie Bird Foundation was established by Dickie in March 2004, with the aim of helping disadvantaged young people, nationwide, to participate in sport.
· For further information contact Les Smith, Tel: 07904 440367 e-mail: info@thedickiebirdfoundation.org  

